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COATES,  HUNTER  LTD.,  STOCKTON.' 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report.  The 
report  relates  to  the  year  which  ended  on  the  31st  Dec.,  1946. 

My  predecessor,  Dr.  John  Landon,  relinquished  his 
appointment  in  November,  1946,  in  order  to  take  up  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Bexley.  Dr.  Landon 
had  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Stockton  since  Dec¬ 
ember,  1941.  The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
W.  Rodgers,  performed  the  duties  of  Acting  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  until  I  commenced  duties  with  the  Stockton  Cor¬ 
poration  in  February,  1947. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  several  respects  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  Borough  for  1946  show  improvements.  The 
birth-rate  continues  to  be  comparatively  high.  The  total 
number  of  births  in  1946  was  1,585,  as  compared  with  1,311 
in  1945,  and  the  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in¬ 
creased  from  19.97  to  22.72.  The  population  of  the  Borough, 
as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  again  showed  an  in¬ 
crease,  the  estimate  for  the  middle  of  1946  being  69,750. 

The  still-birth  rate  per  1000  total  births  decreased  from 
34.61  to  30.00.  The  still-birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1945  was  28  per  1000  total  births. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  decreased 
from  53  to  52.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
'  Wales  during  1946  was  43  per  1000  related  live  births. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  decreased  from  854  in  1945 
to  806  in  1946.  The  general  death-rate  per  1000  of  the  pop- 
uation  fell  from  13  for  the  year  1945  to  11.55  for  the  year  1946. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  showed  a  con¬ 
siderable  reduction.  The  number  recorded  during  1946  is  the 
lowest  number  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

The  annual  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  fell  from  129 
in  1945  to  106  in  1946,  and  the  death-rate  from  this  disease 
was  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  five  year  period  1941-5. 

The  maternal  death-rate  increased  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  number  of  maternal  deaths  was  seven,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  four  in  the  previous  year.  Three  of  the  deaths 
were  associated  with  post-partum  haemorrhage,  two  with 
toxaemia,  one  with  septicaemia,  and  the  remaining  death  oc¬ 
curred  after  caesarean  section. 
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The  large  increase  during  1946  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  namely  1807,  as  compared  with  709  in 
the  previous  year,  was  chiefly  due  to  an  increase  in  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  measles.  1101  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during 
1946,  the  number  notified  in  1945  being  372.  The  incidence 
of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  whooping-cough  and  acute  pneu¬ 
monia,  also  increased  during  1946. 

During  the  year  there  were  two  deaths  from  cerebro¬ 
spinal  fever,  one  from  whooping-cough,  three  from  diphtheria 
and  one  from  measles.  Thus  only  one  death  occurred  among 
the  1101  notified  cases  of  measles.  The  mortality  rate  for 
diphtheria  was  considerably  higher.  There  were  three  deaths 
among  the  65  notified  cases.  None  of  the  children  who  died 
from  diphtheria  had  been  immunised.  Parents  who  omit  to 
have  their  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  are  exposing 
them  to  a  grave  risk.  The  child  who  has  been  immunised  is 
much  less  likely  to  contract  diphtheria  and  very  much  less 
likely  to  die  from  the  disease  than  the  child  who  has  not  been 
immunised. 

169  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  No  sample  was  found  to  be  adulterated. 

As  is  pointed  out  later  in  this  report,  there  is  need  for 
improvement  in  the  existing  facilities  for  the  slaughter  and 
inspection  of  animals. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1945,  Dr.  Landon  expressed  the 
hope  that  it  would  shortly  be  possible  to  commence  work  on 
the  alteration  of  the  premises  at  Woodlands.  As  members  of 
the  Council  are  aware,  the  plans  for  the  conversion  of  these 
premises  into  a  Health  Centre  have  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  Though  the  premises  are  urgently  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Health  Department,  the  necessary  work  could 
not  be  started  because  of  the  prevailing  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials. 

Before  concluding,  I  desire  to  thank  all  the  members 
of  mv  staff  for  their  valuable  assistance,  and  the  members 
of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees 
for  the  help  and  encouragement  they  have  extended  to  me 
since  I  came  to  Stockton. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Health  Department, 

11  Finkle  Street, 

Stockton-on-Tees. 
30th  September,  1947. 


HENRY  J.  PETERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Plealth. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

The  civil  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1946  was  69,750, 
an  increase  of  4,090  on  the  figure  of  the  previous  year. 


Live  Births  : 

1946 

1945 

Males 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

841 

Birth-rate  per 

1000 

Females 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

744 

of  population 

...  2272 

19.97 

Total  ... 

1585 

Rate  per  1000 

Still-births 
Deaths  : — 

...  ... 

49 

total  births 

...  30.00 

34.61 

Males 

. 

458 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

Females 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

348 

of  population 

...  11.55 

13.00 

Total  ... 

806 

Infantile  Mortality.. 

• 

# 

No.  of  deaths  at 

Rate  per  1000 

ages  under  1  year 

82 

live  births 

...  52 

53 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Rate  per  1000 

Causes 

7 

total  births 

. . .  4.28 

2.94 

With  the  exception  of  1944,  when  the  rate  was  23.53, 
the  birth  rate  for  the  year  1946  is  the  highest  recorded  in 
the  Borough  since  1925. 

The  number  of  births  notified  exceeds  the  number  notified 
in  1944  by  57.  The  birth  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and 
the  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  for  1946  were 
19.1  and  22.2  respectively. 

The  still-birth  rate,  although  much  more  favourable  than 
for  1945  is  still  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  general  death  rate  at  11.55  per  1000  of  the  population 
is  much  lower  than  the  rates  recorded  during  the  three  pre¬ 
vious  years.  It  is  practically  the  same  as  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  lower  by  1.2  per  1000  than  the  rate  for  the 
126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns.  On  only  three  pre¬ 
vious  occasions,  in  the  years  1942,  1938  and  1936  respectively, 
have  rates  of  less  than  12  per  1000  been  recorded. 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 
of  age  rose  from  69  in  1945  to  82  in  1946,  the  infantile  death 
rate  per  thousand  live  births  fell  from  53  to  52.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  again  reduced  being  43  per  1,000 
births  and  that  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  46. 
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1  regret  to  have  to  record  an  increase  in  the  maternal 
death  rate  from  2.94  to  4.28  per  1,000  total  births.  Actually 
this  represents  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  from  4  to  7.  The  rate  for  the  Country  as  a  whole 
was  1.43. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  Birth¬ 
rates,  Death-rates,  and  Infantile  Mortality  rates  for  five-year 
periods  from  1901  to  1945,  for  Stockton-on-Tees  and  England 
and  Wales  : — - 


Stockton-on- 

■Tees 

England  and  Wales 

Birth 

Death 

Inf.  M. 

Birth 

Death 

Inf.  M. 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

1901-5 

31.64 

17.62 

153 

28.16 

16.0 

137.8 

1906-10 

29.50 

15.98 

127.8 

26.2 

14.6 

117.0 

1911-15 

30.02 

17.18 

122.4 

23.6 

14.3 

109.6 

1916-20 

25.04 

17.80 

110.6 

•  20.0 

14.5  ' 

90.6 

1921-25 

25.50 

13.80 

93.8 

19.9 

12.1 

75.8 

1926-30 

21.64 

13.49 

85 

16.7 

12.1 

67 

1931-35 

19.21 

12.47 

74 

15.0 

12.0 

62.2 

1936-40 

18.89 

12.50 

63 

14.88 

12.5 

55 

1941-45 

20.23 

13.08 

65 

16.04 

11.92 

49.8 

1946 

22.72 

11.55 

52 

19.1 

11.5 

43 

Notes  on  Causes  of  Death.  The  principal  causes  of  death 
during  the  year  with  associated  causes  grouped  together, 
compared  with  corresponding  figures  for  1945,  1944  and  1943, 
are  as  follows  : — 


1946  1945 

1944 

1943 

1. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

...  245 

227 

221 

189 

2. 

Cancer 

...  106 

129 

108 

102 

3. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 

respiratory  diseases 

...  91 

101 

104 

122 

4. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

...  72 

74 

69 

71 

5. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

...  43 

52 

48 

61 

6. 

Congenital  Debility,  premature 

birth,  etc. 

...  47 

41 

53 

43 

7. 

Violence 

35 

35 

41 

48 

Totals 

. 639 

659 

644 

636 

Percentage  of  total  deaths 

% 

...  79 

77 

75 

73 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  above  table  is  the  fall  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  This  is  the  lowest 
figure  ever  recorded  in  this  Borough. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  violence  remained  the  same 
as  last  year.  Of  the  35  deaths  from  this  cause,  5  were  due 
to  suicide,  9  to  road  traffic  accidents  and  21  to  other  violent 
causes.  29  of  the  deaths  were  males  and  6  were  females, 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board.  This  supply  has  its  source  in  upland 
gathering  grounds  near  which  it  is  impounded  in  extensive 
reservoirs.  The  supply  is  of  good  quality,  is  constant  and 
abundant.  In  all  cases  the  supply  is  direct  to  the  house. 

No  bacteriological  samples  are  taken  of  raw  water. 
Water  going  into  supply  is  treated  with  ammonia  and 
chlorine.  Numerous  samples  are  taken  of  water  going  into 
supply  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  and  these  samples 
are  examined  in  the  Board’s  own  laboratory.  In  addition,  52 
samples  per  annum  are  examined  by  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratory.  The  supply  is  chlorinated  after  treatment 
and  a  slight  residual  of  chlorine  is  maintained  throughout  the 
system.  New  mains  are  sterilized  and  satisfactory  bacterio¬ 
logical  samples  obtained  before  the  mains  are  put  into  service. 
All  water  leaving  open  service  reservoirs  is  re-chlorinated 
before  going  into  supply. 

Four  samples  of  this  supply  were  taken  by  the  Health 
Department  during  1946  from  domestic  taps  in  the  Borough, 
and  sent  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  The 


results  of  the  bacteriological 

examination 

i  were  as 

follows : — 

Date  taken 

22  Jan. 

12  Feb. 

6  May 

7  Aug. 

No.  of  colonies  at 

37°C  after  72  hrs. 

3  in  2  ml. 

6  per  ml. 

4  per  ml. 

14  per  ml. 

No.  of  colonies  at 

20-22°C  after  72  hrs. 

5  in  2  ml. 

8  per  ml. 

9  per  ml. 

19  per  ml. 

Presumtive  coli  at 

Neg.  in 

Neg.  in 

Neg.  in 

Neg.  in 

37°C  after  72  hrs. 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii 

Neg.  in 

Neg.  in 

Neg.  in 

Neg.  in 

Test  at  45°C 

40  ml. 

40  ml. 

40  ml. 

40  ml. 

Remarks — Water  of  high  bacterial  purity. 
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The  following  is  an  average  result  of  the  chemical 
analysis  of  the  water: — 

Parts  per  100,000 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  1.2000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  .0460 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0120 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  .0095 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  ...  .6000 

Injurious  metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  100°C  ...  13.0000 

pH  value  of  sample  ...  ...  ...  7.0 

Temporary  hardness  ...  ...  ...  .2  degrees 

Permanent  hardness  ...  ...  ...  4.0  degrees 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazel  scale  ...  45 

Appearance  of  sample  in  2  foot  tube  ...  Not  quite  clear 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°C  ...  ...  None 

Microscopical  examination  ...  ...  Satisfactory 


Rivers  and  Streams.  The  crude  sewage  of  the  Borough 
is  discharged  into  the  River  Tees  without  treatment. 

Closet  Accommodation.  No  house  in  the  Borough  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer  is  now  without  a  water 
closet. 

Slaughterhouses.  Slaughtering  is  still  taking  place  at  two 
slaughterhouses  under  the  Government  scheme  organised  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  Generally  speaking,  the  conditions  and 
facilities  for  slaughtering  and  inspection  are  far  from  satis¬ 
factory  and,  as  another  year  is  well  advanced  with  no  indic¬ 
ation  of  any  plan  for  the  future,  a  d  etailed  report  on 
existing  arrangements  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
their  consideration. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  was  no  alteration  in  the  number 
or  position  of  these  premises  during  the  year  and  as  far  as 
existing  conditions  permit,  they  are  operated  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  two  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  Borough  providing  accommodation  for  58  men 
lodgers.  Regular  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been 
carried  out. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Systematic  survey  and  treatment  was  carried  out  through¬ 
out  the  year  by  the  Rodent  Officer.  All  the  sewer  man-holes 
in  the  Borough  were  given  two  treatments.  The  Ministry  of 
Food  method  of  treatment  was  used  in  all  cases. 


t 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during 
the  year: — 


Number  of  complaints  received 
„  premises  surveyed 

premises  treated 
sewer  manholes  treated 
rats  killed  (according  to 
poison  taken) 


ff 


y  y 


yy 


108 

474 

163 

2026 

5500 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  the  year  1946: — 


Inspections  following  complaints 

899 

V 

under  the  Housing,  &c.,  Acts 

105 

yy 

under  the  Public  Health  Act  ... 

654 

yy 

in  regard  to  oustanding  notices  ... 

1963 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection 

712 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  Food  &  Drugs  Act 

169 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 

135 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses 

14 

yy 

„  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

85 

yy 

„  Fish  and  Chip  shops  ... 

5 

yy 

„  Ice  Cream  shops 

66 

yy 

„  Food  shops  and  Warehouses  ... 

294 

yy 

„  Restaurants  and  Cafes 

17 

yy 

„  Offensive  Trades 

32 

yy 

„  Markets  ... 

169 

yy 

„  Factories 

60 

yy 

„  Licensed  premises  and  places 

of  Entertainment 

7 

yy 

„  Cowsheds 

56 

yy 

„  Stables  and  Pigstyes  ... 

26 

yy 

under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  ... 

79 

yy 

under  the  Rats  and  Mice 

(Destruction)  Act,  1919  ... 

408 

yy 

,,  Common  Lodging  Blouses 

7 

yy 

,,  Houses  let-in-lodgings 

26 

yy 

„  Llairdressers 

40 

Investigations  made  in  respect  to  notifiable  disease 

429 

Premises  disinfected  re  infectious  diseases  ... 

370 

yy 

„  „  vermin 

48 

yy 

„  „  tuberculosis 

24 

Miscellaneous  inspections 

124 
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Repair  Work  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Despite  the  fact  that  .shortage  of  labour  and  materials  has 
held  up  repair  work,  656  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
and  103  under  the  Housing  Act  were  complied  with  during 
the  year.  In  many  cases,  however,  considerable  delay  was 
experienced  in  satisfactorily  completing  individual  items  of 
repair  due  to  inability  of  the  builders  to  obtain  certain  mat¬ 
erials  such  as  fall  pipes,  gutterings,  set-pots,  etc.  The  need 
for  slum  clearance  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident. 
Houses  which,  except  for  the  war,  would  have  been  included 
in  clearance  areas,  are  still  being  patched  up,  although,  even 
at  unreasonable  cost,  it  would  be  impossible  to  bring  them 
to  the  standard  envisaged  by  the  report  of  the  Standard  of 
Fitness  Sub-Committee,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
October  last. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were,  on  the 
Register  of  Dairymen  : — 

22  Cowkeepers  and 

65  Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors. 

Generally  speaking,  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  found 
to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state  regarding  cleanliness  and  struc¬ 
tural  repair.  There  is  still  a  quantity  of  loose  milk  being 
sold  by  retailers,  although  the  majority  of  milk  sold  in  the 
Borough  is  bottled,  pasteurised  or  otherwise  heat-treated. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk.  131  samples  of 
milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  as  follows: — 

21  pasteurised,  H.T.S.T.  process; 

50  otherwise  heat-treated; 

50  producers  in  the  Borough; 

10  retailers  in  the  Borough. 

There  was  one  High  Temperature  Short  Time  pasteur¬ 
isation  plant  operating  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Two 
“Hash”  pasteurisation  plants  were  also  in  operation.  Of  the 
21  samples  taken  from  the  H.T.S.T.  plant,  all  satisfied  the 
methyline  blue  test  and  phosphatase  test.  Of  the  50  samples 
taken  from  the  other  two  plants,  6  failed  the  methyline  blue 
test,  and  9  the  phosphatase  test.  Both  of  these  latter  plants 
have  now  been  replaced  -  one  by  modern  H.T.S.T.  equipment, 
and  the  other  by  a  holder  pasteurising  plant.  The  sampling  of 
non-heat-treated  milk  from  producers  and  retailers  resulted  in 
the  discovery  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  in  two  samples  out  of 
the  59  submitted,  one  from  a  herd  inside  the  Borough  and  the 
other  outside.  In  each  case  the  affected  cows  were  isolated 
and  slaughtered. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-43. 

One  Pasteuriser’s  licence,  two  Dealer’s  licences  to  sell 
Pasteurised  Milk  and  nine  Dealer’s  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk,  were  granted  by  the  Council  during  the  year  1946 
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Meat  Inspection.  Slaughtering  is  still  taking  place  at 
two  slaughterhouses  under  the  Government  scheme  organised 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Generally  speaking,  the  conditions 
and  facilities  for  slaughtering  and  inspection  are  far  from 
satisfactory,  and,  as  another  year  is  well  advanced  with  no 
indication  of  any  plan  for  the  future,  a  detailed  report  on 
existing  arrangements  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
their  consideration. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed 
and  inspected  in  the  two  slaughterhouses  operated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  in  the  Borough: — 


Animals 

No.  killed 

No.  inspected 

Percentage 

Inspected 

Cattle 

5,831 

5,831 

100 

Sheep 

18,108 

18,108 

100 

Pigs 

217 

217 

100 

Calves 

1,970 

1,970 

100 

Total  ... 

26,126 

26,126 

100 

The  following  table  shows  the  meat  condemned  as  unfit 
for  food  during  the  year  : — 


Carcases  and  organs  of  beasts 

94 

do. 

sheep 

63 

do. ' 

pigs 

9 

do. 

calves 

21 

Part  carcase  or  organs 

of  beasts 

...  4,263 

do. 

sheep 

...  735 

do., 

pigs 

38 

do. 

calves 

15 

Other  Foods.  The  following  is  a  list  of  various  food¬ 
stuffs  submitted  for  inspection  during  the  year  and  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Meat,  6327  lbs.;  meat,  (cooked)  63  lbs.;  meat,  canned, 
3318  lbs.;  meat,  (canned)  569  tins;  bacon  and  ham,  346  lbs.; 
fish,  459  lbs.;  fish,  (canned)  602  tins;  fruit,  624  lbs.;  fruit, 
(canned)  602  tins ;  fruit  (dried)  378  lbs. ;  vegetables,  2.700  lbs. ; 
vegetables,  (canned)  886  tins;  cereals,  2,072  lbs.;  cereals, 
(breakfast)  173  pkts. ;  bread,  1,022  loaves;  cakes,  528;  biscuits 
100  lbs.;  milk  (canned),  640  tins;  fats,  415  lbs.;  eggs,  10  doz. ; 
egg  substitute,  58  tins;  jams,  etc.,  110  jars;  soups,  639  tins; 
pickles,  174  jars;  ready  meals,  puddings,  etc.,  320  tins;  cake 
and  pudding  mixtures,  649  pkts. ;  sweets,  28  lbs. ;  chocolate, 
510  bars;  tea,  30  lbs.;  yeast,  163  bs. 
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FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Sampling.  During  the  year  169  samples  of  various  types 
of  food  stuffs  were  sent  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  No  eases  of  adulteration  were  discovered  but 
several  samples  of  pre-packed  commodities  were  found  to  be 
infected  by  mites. 

Ice  Cream.  Although  there  was  no  required  standard  for 
ice  cream,  14  samples  were  taken  from  manufacturers  and 
retailers  in  the  Borough.  The  analyst’s  report  showed  that 
8  samples  were  satisfactory  bacteriologically,  but  that  6  could 
not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  two  of  which  were  from* man¬ 
ufacturers  outside  the  Borough.  A  full  investigation  was 
made  into  premises  where  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
is  being  carried  out.  All  premises  which  were  on  the  register 
had  been  dealt  with  under  the  Stockton  Corporation  Act,  1938, 
and  it  was  found  that,  of  33  registered  in  1940,  only  15  were 
still  manufacturing  or  selling  the  commodity.  7  premises 
were  found  to  exist  which  were  not  registered,  but  in  which 
ice  cream  was  being  sold  or  manufactured.  Several  of  the 
unregistered  premises  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Act.  In  each  case  the  occupiers  carried  out  all  the 
work  necessary  before  registration  was  granted.  Most  of 
the  premises  registered  under  the  Corporation  Act,  in  my 
opinion,  will  need  improvement  in  order  to  ensure  hygienic 
production  and  to  accommodate  satisfactorily  new  equipment, 
which  will  have  to  be  installed  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  This  matter  is  already  re¬ 
ceiving  the  attention  of  the  Inspectors. 

#  * 

Shellfish.  Five  samples  of  shellfish  were  sent  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination.  One  result  showed  definite  sewage 
contamination,  and,  as  a  result  of  a  report  to  the  authority 
in  the  gathering  ground  area,  an  order  was  made  by  the  local 
Council  prescribing  a  “prohibited  area.”  Two  other  cases  of 
contamination  were  discovered  and  the  supplier  agreed  with 
his  local  authority  not  to  use  the  collecting  area  again.  In 
another  case,  the  vendor,  who  is  a  market  stall-holder,  can¬ 
celled  all  supplies  from  the  area  concerned. 

Catering  Establishments.  A  number  of  these  premises 
have  been  opened  in  the  past  two  years.  As  there  is  no 
official  registration,  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  sat¬ 
isfactory  conditions  until  after  the  premises  are  opened.  In 
order  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  a  close  liason  has  been  est¬ 
ablished  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  whereby  applicants 
for  food  permits  are  referred  to  this  Department  in  order 
that  an  inspection  of  their  premises  can  be  carried  out  to 
see  if  they  can  be  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Act. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 


Regular  inspections  of  the  cattle  market  were  made 
during  the  two  sale  days  each  week  and  767  licences  were 
issued  for  the  movement  of  4,981  pigs.  Two  cases  of  sus¬ 
pected  swine  fever  were  notified  to  the  Ministry.  One  case 
of  suspected  anthrax  was  notified.  This  was  a  beast  which 
had  been  brought  into  one  of  the  slaughterhouses.  Fortunately 
the  bacteriological  examination  proved  the  suspicion  to  be 
incorrect.  This  case  however,  made  very  evident  the  lack 
of  facilities  for  isolation  of  diseased  animals  at  the  slaughter¬ 
houses. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was 
1,807,  compared  with  754  and  1,137,  the  figures  for  1945  and 
1944  respectively.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the 
majority  of  the  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  Out  of  a  total  of  1,101  cases  of  measles, 
1,013  were  notified  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
Measles  became  notifiable  towards  the  end  of  1939  and  during 
the  years  1940,  1942,  1944  and  1945  the  incidence  was  com¬ 
paratively  low,  the  annual  number  of  notified  cases  being  124, 
193,  614  and  372  respectively.  The  years  1941,  1943  and  1946 
were  years  of  comparatively  high  incidence,  the  annual  number 
of  notified  cases  being  1,864,  1,452  and  1,101  respectively. 

Most  of  the  common  notifiable  infectious  diseases  shewed 
a  rise  on  last  year’s  figures,  the  most  noticeable  being  measles 
and  to  a  lesser  degree  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  each 
infectious  disease  after  correction,  notified  during  each  quarter 

4th  Totals 

146  264 

16  65 

25  274 

1013  1101 

30  68 

—  2 

5  24 

1  5 

1  3 

—  1 


170  163  237  1237  1807 


of  the  year  : — 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

25 

58 

Diphtheria 

27 

14 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

75 

94 

80 

Measles 

7 

9 

72 

Acute  Pneumonia 

17 

13 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  •... 

6 

6 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 
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The  case  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  1946  for  England  and  Wales,  the  126 
County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  and  Stockton-onTees 
are  shewn  in  the  following  table : — 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 


England 

126  C.B.’s  & 

Stockton 

Disease 

and 

Great  Towns 

on 

Wales 

inc.  London 

Tees 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.05 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.38 

1.51 

3.78 

Whooping  Cough 

2.28 

2.48 

3.92 

Diphtheria 

0.28 

0.32 

0.93 

Erysipelas 

0.22 

0.25 

0.32 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— - 

Measles 

3.92 

4.73 

15.78 

Pneumonia 

0.89 

1.02 

0.97 

As  will  be  seen  from  the 

above  table,  there 

were  no 

cases  of  typhoid,  paratyphoid  or  smallpox  in  the  Borough 
during  1946.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  incidence  in  Stockton 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Measles 
was  comparatively  high  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  The  weekly  immunis¬ 
ation  clinic  and  the  facilities  provided  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  were  continued  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  number  of  children 
immunised  : — • 

Pre-School  School  Total 

January  to  June  ...  454  160  614 

July  to  December  ...  397  132  529 


Totals  ...  851  292  1143 


The  total  number  of  children  under  15  in  the  Borough 
who  had  been  immunised  up  to  31st  December,  1946,  together 
with  the  percentage  of  the  child  population  is  as  follows : — 

Pre-School  School  Total 

Total  number  immunised  ...  2364  7537  9901 

Percentage  of  child  population  37.94*  68.08  57.23 

*In  previous  estimations  of  the  percentage  of  pre-school 
children  who  had  been  immunised,  children  under  1  year  of 
age  were  excluded.  The  present  estimate  is  based  on  the 
child  population  from  birth  to  5  years  of  age.  If,  as  previously, 
the  estimate  was  based  on  the  child  population  aged  one  to 
five  years,  the  percentage  immunised  would  be  50. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for  cases 
of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Borough,  the  Billingham 
Urban  District  and  the  Stockton  Rural  District,  and  also  for 
cases  occurring  among  the  personnel  of  H.M.  Forces  stationed 
in  the  district. 

During  the  year  1946,  490  patients  were  admitted,  com¬ 
pared  with  432  during  1945. 

The  admissions  to  the  hospital  from  the  different  districts 


catered  for  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

DISEASE 

Stockton 

Borough 

Billingham 

U.D.C. 

Stockton 

R.D.C. 

Services 

Scarlet  Fever 

256 

52 

16 

— 

Diphtheria 

88 

18 

8 

1 

Tonsillitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  and 
Chickenpox  ... 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

4 

2 

.  — 

1 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

-7 

Measles  (Croup)... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  &  Broncho 
Pneumonia 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  (Otitis  Media) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Rubella 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Chicken-pox 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  and 
Convulsions  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  and 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

_ 

— 

_ 

Encenhalitis  and 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

•  — 

— 

— 

Peurperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tvphoid 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

1* 

— 

— 

— 

Toxic  Rash 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Marasmus  &  Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Anteror  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Observation 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

384 

77 

25 

4 
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Eleven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year 


as  follows  : — •  • 

Laryngeal  Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Myocarditis  (Diphtheria)  ...  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  ...  3 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ...  ...  2 

Miliary  Tuberculosis  of  Lung  ...  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  -  Marasmus  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  - 

Gastro  Enteritis  ...  1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  -  Measles  ...  1 


Laboratory  Facilities. — At  the  laboratory  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  the  following  diphtheria  swabs  were  dealt  with  dur- 

Positive  ...  31  Negative  ...  410 

...  7  „  ...  403 


Total  ...  851  38  813 


In  addition,  the  following  specimens  from  patients  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  were  sent  to  King’s  College,  Newcastle, 
for  bacteriological  examination  : — 

Faeces  ...  17  Positive  ...  5  Negative  ...  12 

Blood  ...  4  „  ...  -  „  ...  4 

Cerebro  spinal 

Fluid  ...  7  „  ...  6  „  ...  1 

The  following  specimens  were  also  sent  to  King’s  College 
by  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough,  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  County  Council  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  7  Positive  ...  -  Negative  ...  7 

Tuberculosis  224  „  ...  24  „  ...  200 

Enteric  Fever  1  „  ...  -  ,,  ...  1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1945,  the  number  of 
additions  and  removals  durng  1946,  and  the  number  remain¬ 
ing  on  the  regster  at  the  end  of  1946 : — 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

-Pulmonary 

• 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

No.  on  register  31.12.45 

382 

267 

649 

280 

259 

539 

Added  during  1946 

42 

25 

67 

7 

7 

14 

Removed  during  1946  ... 

24 

20 

44 

3 

3 

6 

Remaining  at  end  of  1946 

400 

272 

672 

284 

263 

547 

ing  the  year  : — * 
Throat  Swabs  441 
Nasal  „  410 

Aural  ,,  - 
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The  number  of  new  cases  added  to  the  register  during 
1946, is  again  less  than  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  pulmonary  by  6,  and  non-pulmonay  by  10.  The 
number  of  removals  from  the  register  is  also  less  than  for 
1945. 

It  has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  these  figures  repre¬ 
sent  an  exaggerated  view  of  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough,  and  during  the  current  year,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  a  complete  overhaul  of  the 
tuberculosis  register  is  being  made. 

CANCER. 

There  were  106  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year 
compared  with  129  during  1945. 

The  sites  affected  were  as  follows  : — 


Site 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

r* 

a 

— 

5 

Uterus 

4 

4 

Stomach  and  duodenum 

12 

12 

24 

Breast 

— 

6 

6 

All  other  sites  ... 

38 

29 

67 

Totals 

55 

51 

106 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  was  1.52  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  1.96  for  1945,  and  with  1.58, 
the  rate  for  the  five-year  period  1941-5. 

Verminous  Conditions. 

Health  visitors  and  School  Nurses  continued  to  devote 
a  good  deal  of  attention  to  this  work.  All  cases  of  verminous 
conditions  found  at  routine  medical  inspection  and  at  the 
frequent  inspections  carried  out  at  schools  by  the  School 
Nurses  are  referred  to  the  Health  Visitors  who  visit  the 
affected  families  and  advise  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
other  members  of  the  family.  Good  co-operation  is  reported 
from  mothers  who  are  usually  anxious  that  such  conditions 
should  be  cleared  up. 

Treatment  of  Scabies. 

All  school  children  found  to  affected  are  treated  at  the 
School  Clinic,  and  other  members  of  the  family  are  advised 
as  to  suitable  treatment,  this  being  provided  at  the  School 
Clinic  where  necessary.  In  difficult  cases,  arrangements  are 
made  for  the  treatment  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  When  the  Woodlands  Health  Centre  is  available 
excellent  facilities  will  exist  for  the  treatment  of  this  con¬ 
dition. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  number  of  births  notified  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  was  1,635,  -  1,597  live  births  and  38  still  births.  In  ad¬ 
dition  162  births  were  notified  as  occurring  in  the  Borough 
to  women  resident  outside.  Most  of  these  births  took  place 
in  private  nursing  homes. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. — There  was  no  change  during  the 
year  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  arrangements.  Nine  sessions 
are  held  weekly  at  the  six  Child  Welfare  Centres.  A  total  of 
433  sessions  were  held  during  the  year,  the  average  attend¬ 
ance  being  67.44  compared  with  an  average  of  72.06  for  1945. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  Centres  fell  from  30,267  in 
1945  to  29,205  in  1946,  but  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  primary  attendances.  1,185  primary  attendances 
were  made  at  the  Centres  by  children  under  1  year  of  age, 
representing  74%  of  the  live  births  notified. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances 
made  during  the  year  at  each  of  the  centres,  the  number  of 
medical  consultations,  the  number  of  sessions  held,  and  the 
average  attendance  per  session  at  each  centre  : — 


Centre  No. 

! _ ...  _ 

ATTENDANCES. 

Med.  Con¬ 
sultations 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Average 

attendance 

Primary 

Repeat 

Gross 

Total 

<u 

•c  _ 
c 

D 

u. 

< V 

0 

CC 

O 

f 

09 

*2  -  ' 
ID 

Over 

i 

Total 

1 

205 

1  13 

218 

2275 

1113  | 

3388 

3606 

948 

49  | 

73.59 

2 

389 

1  14  | 

403 

5569 

3391 

8960 

9363 

2134 

143 

[  65.47 

3 

156 

1  2 

158 

2164 

587 

2751 

2909 

782 

48 

60.60 

4 

269 

1  9 

278 

4628 

2239 

6867 

7145 

1076 

96 

74.32 

5 

132 

1  7  | 

139 

2736 

1617 

4353 

4492 

867 

50 

89.84 

6 

40 

1  2 

42 

1038 

658 

1696 

1738 

217 

47 

36.97 

Tls 

1191 

47 

1238| 18410|  9505 

2801 5 129253 

6124 

433 

67.55 

Toddlers’  Clinics.  It  was  impossible,  owing  to  continued 
shortage  of  medical  staff,  to  resume  these  clinics  during  the 
year. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics.  The  two  weekly  sessions  were 
continued  during  the  year.  At  the  96  sessions  held,  100  pri¬ 
mary  and  1,546  repeat  attendances  were  made,  a  total  of  1,646. 

Ante  Natal  Centres.  An  additional  fortnightly  session  of 
the  Ante  Natal  Centre  was  held  at  the  Robson  Maternity 
Home  -  making  two  sessions  one  week  and  one  the  next  - 
was  arranged  during  the  year.  The  weekly  session  at  131  Nor¬ 
ton  Road  continued  as  usual.  880  women  attended  the  centres 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  150  over  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year,  and  the  total  attendance  was  increased  by  675. 
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The  attendances  at  the  Centres,  the  number  of  Medical 
Consultations,  the  number  of  sessions  held,  and  the  average 
attendance  per  session,  is  shewn  in  the  followng  table : — 


Ante  Natal  Centres — Attendances  1946. 


Primary 

Repeat 

Total 

No.  of 
Medical 
Consult¬ 
ations 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Average 

attendence 

per 

session 

No.  1  ...  330 

711 

1041 

593 

49 

21.24 

No.  2  ...  325 

292 

617 

585 

33 

18.69 

No.  3  ...  243 

158 

401 

383 

21 

19.09 

Totals  898 

1761 

2059 

1561 

103 

19.99 

The  number  of  women  attending  the  Ante  Natal  Centres 
represents  73%  of  the  total  births  attended  by  mid-wives,  a 
slight  reduction  on  last  year’s  percentage. 

Expectant  mothers  found  to  be  in  need  of  Dental  Treat¬ 
ment  are  referred  to  the  School  Dentist  under  an  agreement 
with  the  Committee  for  ‘  Education.  When  necessary,  cases 
are  referred  to  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital  for  X-ray. 
Several  cases  were  referred  to  their  own  doctor  for  treatment. 

Home  Visiting.  10,486  home  visits  were  paid  by  the  five 
Health  Visitors  during  the  year.  These  visits  were  made  up 


as  follows  : — • 

To  infants  under  1  year  old  ...  ...  primary  1,476 

repeat  2,231 

To  infants  over  1  year  ...  ...  ...  6,222 

■To  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  primary  136 

repeat  60 

To  boarded  out  children  and  visits  in 

connection  with  adoption  ...  ...  34 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 


Total  ...  10,486 


This  is  a  reduction  of  958  on  the  number  of  visits  paid 
during  1945,  the  number  of  primary  visits  to  infants  under 
1  year  was  increased  by  179.  This  reduction  in  home  visiting 
is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  lengthy  absence  of  one  of  the 
Health  Visitors  due  to  illness. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES. 


At  the  end  of  1946  there  were  18  midwives  practising*  in 
the  Borough.  This  figure  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Municipal  domiciliary  midwives  ...  ...  10 

Domiciliary  midwives  in  private  practice  ...  2 

Midwives  in  institutions  : 

Robson  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  5 

Private  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  18 


During  the  year  1946,  these  midwives  attended  1,560  cases 
652  in  institutions  and  908  in  the  homes  of  the  mothers.  1,201 
of  the  cases  were  attended  by  midwives  without  a  doctor, 
and  in  359  cases  a  doctor  was  present  and  the  midwife  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  a  maternity  nurse. 

Doctors  were  called  in  by  midwives  under  the  Rules  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  on  342  occasions,  or  24.4%  of 
the  cases  for  which  they  were  responsible. 

Municipal  Midwives:  The  ten  municipal  midwives  at¬ 
tended  743  cases  during  the  year  -  595  as  midwives  and  148 
as  maternity  nurses.  This  is  an  average  of  74  cases  per  mid¬ 
wife,  compared  with  61,  the  average  for  1945. 

One  municipal  midwife  is  qualified  to  administer  Gas  and 
Air  Analgesia 'and  suitable  equipment  has  been  provided  for 
her  use.  The  apparatus  was  used  in  10  cases  during  the  year. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  arrange  for  the  other 
midwives  to  obtain  the  necessary  certificate  for  the  admini¬ 
stration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  as  most  of  the  training 
institutions  are  still  training  their  own  staffs. 

ROBSON  MATERNITY  HOME. 

The  accommodation  provided  at  the  Robson  Maternity 
Home  is  now  21  beds.  The  number  of  admissions  durng  1946 
was  552,  an  increase  of  115  over  last  year’s  figures.  The 
average  duration  of  a  stay  in  the  Home  was  12:3  days.  Of 
the  cases  admitted,  480  were  attended  by  the  midwives  on  the 
staff  and  72  were  attended  by  doctors.  Medical  Aid  was 
summoned  by  the  midwives  on  106  occasions. 

There  were  2  maternal  deaths  in  the  Home  during  the 
year,  the  causes  being  (1)  Post  Influenzal  Broncho  Pneu¬ 
monia  and  (2)  Uraemia,  Premature  Parturition,  Chronic 
Hypertension. 

There  were  16  still-births,  and  11  deaths  of  infants  within 
10  days  of  birth. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  during  the  year, 
but  there  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  or  pem¬ 
phigus  neonatorum. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


82  infants  died  in  the  Borough  during  1946  before  reaching 
the  age  of  1  year,  compared  with  69  during  1945.  There  was, 
however,  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  births  during  the 
year,  and  the  infantile  death  rate  is  less  than  that  for  1945  ; 
the  rate  for  1946  being  52  per  1,000  live  births,  compared 
with  53  for  1945. 

Of  the  82  deaths,  33  occurred  at  ages  under  1  week,  13 
at  ages  between  1  week  and  1  month,  and  36  at  ages  between 
1  month  and  1  vear. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  premature  birth  (25)  ; 
and  pneumonia  (16). 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  was  29.22  compared  with  25.93, 
the  rate  for  1945. 

A  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix  to  this  report. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Unfortunately  there  was  an  increase  in  maternal  mortality 
during  the  year,  seven  deaths  being  registered  as  being  due 
to  this  cause.  One  death  was  due  to  sepsis,  and  six  to  other 
maternal  causes.  With  one  exception,  all  the  deaths  occurred 
in  institutions. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  4.28  com¬ 
pared  with  a  rate  of  2.94  for  the  year  1945,  and  with  1.43, 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

In  Stockton  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  officers  of  the  local  branch 
of  the  Durham  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association.  This 
association  is  doing  excellent  work  in  the  town. 

No  progress  has  been  made  for  the  joint  provision  of  a 
hostel  for  mothers  and  babies  by  the  Durham  County  Council 
and  Welfare  Authorities  in  the  County. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Bretta'rgh  Holt 
Maternity  Home,  Nr.  Kendal,  under  which  the  Corporation 
will  be  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  girls  from  the 
Borough  who  are  admitted. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

All  premature  infants  under  4  lbs.  are  admitted  to  the 
Robson  Maternity  Home  where  three  cots  are  available  and 
the  infants  may  be  kept  for  two  or  three  months.  Two  special 
cots  are  available  for  midwives  for  use  on  the  district.  All 
cases  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Good  ambulance 
facilities  are  available. 
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During  1946,  78  premature  births  were  notified,  44  of  these 
were  born  at  home,  and  34  in  hospital  or  maternity  homes. 
Of  those  born  at  home,  32  were  nursed  entirely  at  home. 
Six  of  these  infants  died  during  the  first  24  hours,  and  29 
survived  at  the  end  of  one  month.  Of  those  born  in  hospital 
or  maternity  homes,  6  died  during  the  first  24  hours,  and  24 
survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Twenty-five  deaths  were  certified  during  the  year  as 
being  due  to  prematurity.  The  majority  of  these  infants  died 
within  a  day  or  two  of  birth. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

The  four  day  nurseries  in  the  Borough  were  taken  over 
by  the  Corporation  on  1st  April,  1946,  and  the  Day  and  Night 
Nursery  at  Ragworth  Hall,  with  accommodation  for  60  day 
and  20  night  children,  was  closed.  The  remaining  three  nur¬ 
series  have  been  continued  and  are  being  well  used. 

The  average  daily  attendance  (excluding  Saturdays)  at 
the  nurseries  was  as  follows : — 

No.  of  Under 


places 

2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

Total 

Lome  Terrace 

•  •  • 

...  32 

6.34 

22.20 

28.54 

Norton  Road 

•  •  • 

...  60 

10.39 

35.77 

46.16 

Durham  Road 

. . . 

...  60 

9.17 

32.81 

v  41.98 

Totals 

...  152 

25.90 

90.78 

116.68 

Ragworth  Hall 

(Day) 

...  60 

10.34 

19.58 

29.92 

Ragworth  Hall 

(Night) 

...  20 

8.65 

10.00 

18.65 

*  Closed 

31st  Ma 

rch,  1946. 

HOME  HELPS. 

No  further  steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to  develop 
this  service  owing  to  lack  of  suitable  workers. 

DENTAL  &  SURGICAL  TREATMENT 
FOR  PRE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  all  pre-school  children 
found  to  require  dental  treatment  to  be  referred  to  the  School 
Dentists. 

Children  suffering  from  ear,  nose  and  throat,  or  eye  con¬ 
ditions,  are  referred  to  the  appropriate  Specialists  employed 
by  the  School  Medical  Service  and  arrangements  are  made 
with  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital  for  any  necessary 
operations. 
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Spectacles  are  prescribed  and  supplied  where  required. 
Orthoptic  treatment  for  cases  of  squint  is  also  provided. 

All  these  facilities  are  now  provided  free  of  cost  to  the 
parents  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

c 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 


Orthopaedic  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Stockton 
and  Thornaby  Hosptal  and  much  good  work  has  been  carried 
out  there. 

The  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Guild  for  the  Care  of  Crippled 
Children,  a  voluntary  organisation  which  has  done  a  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  work  for  the  cripples  in  the  Borough,  prin¬ 
cipally  in  the  provision  of  special  boots  and  splints,  still 
continues  to  function. 

As  the  provision  of  special  appliances  for  school  children 
is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Education  Committee  and 
similar  responsibility  for  pre-school  children  has  been  accepted 
by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  the  Cripples 
Guild  is  now  concerned  more  with  the  provision  of  social 
amenities  for  the  crippled  children. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  five  Health  Visitors  have  all  been  appointed  as  Child 
Protection  Visitors.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only 
3  children  in  the  Borough  boarded  out  with  foster-mothers 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  conditions  in  each 
case  were  satisfactory. 

Adoption  of  Children.  No  notices  were  received  during 
the  year  under  section  7(3)  of  the  Adoption  of  Children  (Reg¬ 
ulation)  Act,  1939.  Many  children  were  adopted  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  and  in  all  cases  the  Health  Visitors 
kept  the  children  under  supervision  in  the  course  of  their 
routine  home  visiting.  Most  of  these  adoptions  were  made 
through  the  local  Moral  Welfare  Association,  which  is  reg¬ 
istered  as  an  adoption  society.  Enquiries  are  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors  in  every  case  in  which  the  Moral  Welfare 
Society  is  interested,  before  the  child  is  placed.  Many  similar 
enquiries  in  respect  to  prospective  adopters  in  the  Borough 
are  also  made  for  the  National  Adoption  Society. 
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TOWN  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


Three  ambulances  are  maintained  for  this  service  which 
covers  an  area  consisting  of  the  Borough,  the  Borough  of 
Thornabv,  the  Stockton  Rural  District  and  part  of  the  Stokesly 
Rural  District. 


The  work  of  the  service  during  1946  is  summarised  in 
the  following  statement : — 


Private 

Street  Acc. 

Works  Acc. 

Home  Acc. 

Total 

Patients 

Removed 

Ambulance 

not  reqd. 

Collected 

during 

month 

Referred 

for 

collection 

£  s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Jan. 

...  157 

15 

17 

2 

191 

195 

3 

33 

3 

6 

20  3 

0 

Feb. 

...  129 

10 

9 

7 

155 

156 

- 

36 

5 

0 

16  5 

0 

Mar. 

...  156 

13 

14 

5 

188 

188 

1 

46  11 

6 

24  3 

6 

April 

...  141 

15 

8 

2 

166 

167 

1 

64 

14 

6 

27  2 

0 

May 

...  167 

22 

6 

4 

199 

202 

- 

63 

8 

0 

23  12 

0 

June 

...  141 

16 

8 

- 

165 

165 

- 

51 

15 

6 

30  2 

6 

July 

...  136 

18 

9 

1 

164 

164 

2 

37 

0 

0 

41  13 

6 

Aug. 

...  149 

21 

3 

- 

173 

174 

1 

37 

19 

0 

41  5 

6 

Sept. 

...  135 

8 

8 

- 

151 

152 

- 

26 

4 

0 

27  0 

0 

Oct. 

...  172 

16 

12 

1 

201 

201 

1 

46 

1 

6 

30  2 

0 

Nov. 

...  164 

17 

12 

6 

199 

196 

3 

41 

5 

0 

26  11 

0 

Dec. 

...  146 

14 

10 

1 

171 

172 

5 

36 

1 

6 

22  19 

0 

Total 

...  1793 

185 

116 

29 

2123 

2132 

17  £520 

9 

0  £330  19 

0 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Health  Education  during  the  year  consisted  of  lectures 
to  various  organisations  in  the  town  and  the  distribution  of 
leaflets  and  the  exhibition  of  posters.  Much  important  health 
education  work  is  carried  out  by  the  staff-  of  the  Health  De¬ 
partment  -  Health  Visitors,  Midwives  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  the  course  of  their  duties. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  STOCKTON-ON-TEES,  1946. 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

Total 

M  ales 

Females 

All  Causes  . 

806 

458 

348 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

_ 

_ 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

2 

1 

1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

3 

2 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

30 

13 

17 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

13 

9 

4 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

1 

— 

9.  Influenza 

8 

2 

6 

10.  Measles 

1 

1 

— 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (Males) 

5 

5 

— 

14.  Cancer  of  Uterus  (females) 

10 

— 

10 

15.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

24 

12 

12 

16.  Cancer  of  the  breast 

6 

— 

6 

17.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

67 

88 

29 

18.  Diabetes 

3 

2 

1 

19.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

72 

35 

37 

20.  Heart  disease 

225 

136 

89 

21.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

20 

13 

7 

22.  Bronchitis... 

53 

35 

18 

23.  Pneumonia 

27' 

13 

14 

24.  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

11 

8 

3 

25.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

8 

5 

3 

20.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

3 

2 

1 

27.  Appendicitis 

1 

— - 

1 

28.  Other  digestive  diseases 

17 

6 

11 

29.  Nephritis  ... 

22 

13 

9 

3().  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

1 

— 

1 

31.  Other  maternal  causes 

6 

— 

6 

32.  Premature  Births  ... 

33.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries 

30 

21 

9 

infantile  diseases  ... 

17 

10 

7 

34.  Suicide 

5 

3 

2 

35.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

9 

9 

— 

36.  Other  violent  causes 

21 

17 

4 

37.  All  other  causes 

89 

46 

43 

24 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1946. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total  under  , 
1  week 

Total  under 
1  Month 

Total  under 
12  Months 

Diphtheria  .  . • 

... 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

... 

... 

1 

Measles  . . 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

...  i 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• 

... 

... 

Convulsions  .  .  . 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

10 

Bronchitis  . 

... 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis  . 

... 

3 

Atelectasis  . 

o 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

3 

5 

Premature  Birth...  . 

21 

25 

25 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

... 

2 

2 

Inanition  ... 

1 

3 

3 

Violence 

1 

1 

4 

Inattention  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

5 

6 

9 

Totals 

33 

4G 

82 

25 
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